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The Gathering and Opening Hymn

We stand and we sing the opening hymn.

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Greeting

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you.

and also with you.

The Confession and Absolution

We have come together as God’s family

to pray for the recovery of the unity of Christ’'s Church

and for the renewal of our common life.

The Lord is full of gentleness and compassion.

In penitence and faith let us ask his forgiveness of our sins.

We keep a time of silence.

God our Father,

long-suffering, full of grace and truth,

you create us from nothing and give us life.

You give your faithful people new life in the water
of baptism.

You do not turn your face from us,

nor cast us aside.

We confess that we have sinned

against you and our neighbour.

We have wounded your love and marred your image in us.
Restore us for the sake of your Son,

and bring us to heavenly joy,

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



President May the God of love

All
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bring us back to himself,

forgive us our sins,

and assure us of his eternal love
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

We remain standing and we sing:

The Gloria in Excelsis

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo,
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo,
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo,
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo,
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo,
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo,

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo.



The Collect

President Let us pray:

All

Reader

Almighty God,

who caused the light of the gospel

to shine throughout the world

through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul:
grant that we who celebrate his wonderful conversion
may follow him in bearing witness to your truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

We sit.

The Reading: Acts 9. 1 - 22
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for
letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching
Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why
do you persecute me?’ He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply
came, ‘| am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter
the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” The men who were
travelling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice
but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes
were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight,
and neither ate nor drank.

Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord
said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.” He answered, ‘Here | am, Lord.’
The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street called Straight,
and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At
this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man
named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might
regain his sight.’
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But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, | have heard from many about this
man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and
here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke
your name.’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument
whom | have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings
and before the people of Israel; | myself will show him how much he
must suffer for the sake of my name.” So Ananias went and entered
the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so
that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight
was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking
some food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and
immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying,
‘He is the Son of God.” All who heard him were amazed and said, ‘Is
not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who
invoked this name? And has he not come here for the purpose of
bringing them bound before the chief priests?’ Saul became
increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in
Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Messiah.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gradual Hymn

We stand and we sing. During the hymn we turn to face the
processional cross as the book of the Gospels moves to the middle
of the people.
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The Gospel Reading: Matthew 19. 27 - end

Alleluia, alleluia.
Many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.
Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed
you. What then will we have?’ Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, at
the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is seated on the
throne of his glory, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has
left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or
fields, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will
inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last
will be first.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

We stand.



The Creed

President Let us declare our faith in God,

All

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,

seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

We sit or kneel.
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All
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The Prayers of Intercession

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Or another response is used.

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

We stand.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles,

‘Peace | leave with you, my peace | give to you.’

Look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church,

and grant it that peace and unity which is according to your will,

The peace of the Lord be always with you,
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

We exchange the peace through smiles, waves and handshakes
with those around us, as you feel comfortable.

The Offertory Hymn

We stand and we sing as the altar is prepared. If you would like to
support St Mary’s, donations can be made after the service at the
back of church using the collection plate or contactless card giving
station. If you would like to give regularly to St Mary’s please speak
to the Treasurer, or one of the Team Wardens.
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The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and good,

our duty and our joy,

at all times and in all places

to give you thanks and praise,

holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

For on this day he called to his service

the blasphemer and persecutor of your Church.
Saul, who had resisted your grace,

became Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles.

Because he was faithful and true in his ministry,

you made him an example of patient service,

to instruct in the way of eternal life

all those who heard his preaching and believed your word.

Now, therefore, he who became your chosen instrument
for the salvation of the nations

has made us also eager to proclaim your mercy,

and sing in union with all the powers of heaven

the joyful hymn of your praise:

Holy Holy Holy Lord

Holy Holy Holy Lord

God of power and God of might

God of power and God of might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory
Heaven and earth are full of your glory
Hosanna in the highest

Hosanna in the highest

Blessed is he who comes

Blessed is he who comes

In the name of the Lord most High

In the name of the Lord most High
Hosanna

Hosanna

Hosanna

Hosanna
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President

Hosanna in the highest
Hosanna in the highest

We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command,

send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice

made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection

until he comes in glory.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:

Dying you destroyed our death
Dying you destroyed our death
Rising you restored our life
Rising you restored our life
Lord Jesus come

Lord Jesus come

Lord Jesus come

Lord Jesus come

Come again in glory

Come again in glory

Lord of all life,

help us to work together for that day

when your kingdom comes

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
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Look with favour on your people,

gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with Mary, Mark, John, Paul and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.

All Amen.

We sit or kneel.

The Lord’s Prayer

President Believing the promises of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

President We break the bread of life,

and that life is the light of the world.
All God here among us,

light in the midst of us,

bring us to light and life.
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The Giving of Communion

Jesus is the Christ, the Chosen of God,
the one who will bring healing to the nations.

The president will give instructions on how to come forward for
communion and on returning to our seats. All are welcome to come
to front for the bread and wine or a blessing. If you would like a
blessing please keep your arms folded across your chest at you
approach the front.

The president will dip the wafer in the wine before giving it to you.
Gluten free wafers are available, please ask at the altar. During the
distribution we sing and music is played.

The Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.

Lord God, the source of truth and love,

keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
united in prayer and the breaking of bread,

and one in joy and simplicity of heart,

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Merciful God,

you have called us to your table

and fed us with the bread of life.

Draw us and all people to serve your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Amen.

The Notices

We stand.
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The Blessing

President May Christ who called Paul to his service,
and to preach the good news to the world,
strengthen us to witness to his grace and love.
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us always.

All Amen.

The Closing Hymn

We remain standing and we sing during which we turn to face the
back of church as the robed ministers process.

The Dismissal

Minister ~ We have seen his glory,

the glory revealed to all the nations.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.

Refreshments are served after the service.

&

For more information: stmaryswalkley.co.uk
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