St Mary’s Church, Walkley

The Church on the Road:
Inclusive, Eucharistic, a safe place to be with God

Harvest Festival

Eucharist
15' October 2023

Welcome to St Mary’s Church, Walkley

President: The Revd Shan Rush
Preacher: Kath, Reader at St Mary’s
Churchwarden on duty: Alexandra
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The Gathering and Opening Hymn
We stand and we sing the opening hymn.

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Greeting

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you.

and also with you.

The Confession and Absolution

We confess our sin, and the sins of our society,
in the misuse of God'’s creation.

We keep a time of silence.

God our Father, we are sorry

for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly,
and acted ungratefully.

Hear our prayer, and in your mercy:

forgive us and help us.

We enjoy the fruits of the harvest,

but sometimes forget that you have given them to us.
Father, in your mercy:

forgive us and help us.

We belong to a people who are full and satisfied,
but ignore the cry of the hungry.

Father, in your mercy:

forgive us and help us.

We are thoughtless,

and do not care enough for the world you have made.
Father, in your mercy:

forgive us and help us.
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We store up goods for ourselves alone,
as if there were no God and no heaven.
Father, in your mercy:

forgive us and help us.

The Lord enrich us with his grace,

and nourish us with his blessing;

the Lord defend us in trouble and keep us from all evil;
the Lord accept our prayers,

and absolve us from our offences,

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour.

Amen.

We remain standing and we sing.

The Gloria in Excelsis

Glory to God in the highest, peace to his people on earth,
Glory to God in the highest, peace to his people on earth,

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God in the highest, peace to his people on earth,

Glory to God in the highest, peace to his people on earth,

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us,
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father: receive, receive our prayer.

Glory to God in the highest, peace to his people on earth,
Glory to God in the highest, peace to his people on earth,

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in
the glory of God the Father. Amen. In the glory of God the
Father, Amen.
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Creator God,

you made the goodness of the land,
the riches of the sea

and the rhythm of the seasons;

as we thank you for the harvest,
may we cherish and respect

this planet and its peoples,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

We sit.

The Reading: Deuteronomy 8. 7 - 18
A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy.

For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with
flowing streams, with springs and underground waters welling up in
valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees
and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land where
you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a
land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine
copper. You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the
good land that he has given you.

Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to
keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which |
am commanding you today. When you have eaten your fill and have
built fine houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks
have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that
you have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery, who led you through the great and terrible
wilderness, an arid waste-land with poisonous snakes and
scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, and fed you in
the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to
humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good. Do not
say to yourself, ‘My power and the might of my own hand have
gained me this wealth.” But remember the Lord your God, for it is he
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who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his
covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gradual Hymn
We stand and we sing.

The Gospel Reading: Luke 12. 16 - 30

Alleluia, alleluia.
Lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are ripe for harvesting.
Gather the fruit for eternal life.

Alleluia.
John 4.35,36

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then Jesus told them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. And he thought to himself, “What should | do, for | have
no place to store my crops?” Then he said, “I will do this: | will pull
down my barns and build larger ones, and there | will store all my
grain and my goods. And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But God
said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of
you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” So it is
with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich
towards God.’

He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore | tell you, do not worry about
your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear.
For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.
Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither
storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more
value are you than the birds! And can any of you by worrying add a
single hour to your span of life? If then you are not able to do so
small a thing as that, why do you worry about the rest?
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Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet | tell
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.
But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe
you—you of little faith! And do not keep striving for what you are to
eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the
nations of the world that strive after all these things, and your Father
knows that you need them.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit.

The Sermon

We stand.

The Creed

Let us declare our faith in God,

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,

seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
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On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

We sit or kneel.

The Prayers of Intercession

Lord of the harvest,
In your mercy hear us.

Or another response is used.

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

We stand.



The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

President The harvest of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness,

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
Galatians 5.22,23

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All and also with you.

Minister Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

We remain in our seats, sharing the peace through waves to those
around us.

The Offertory Hymn

We stand and we sing as the altar is prepared. If you have harvest
gifts please do bring them up during the hymn. As you move
behind the altar rail you will be visible on the livestream.

If you would like to support St Mary’s, donations can be made after
the service at the back of church using the collection plate or
contactless card giving station.

The Harvest Thanksgiving

President Let us give thanks to God, the God of all peoples of the earth.

For the colour and forms of your creation
and our place within it,
we bring our thanks, good Lord:

All your mercy endures for ever.

President For our daily food,
and for those whose work and skill
bring your good gifts to us,
we bring our thanks, good Lord:
All your mercy endures for ever.
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For the gifts and graces inspired in human minds and hearts;
for insight and imagination,

for the skills of research

which bring healing and fulfilment to the lives of many;

we bring our thanks, good Lord:

your mercy endures for ever.

For the light and shades of the changing seasons,
and their variety and dependability;

for new life and growth out of barrenness and decay;
we bring our thanks, good Lord:

your mercy endures for ever.

For new hope and strength in our communities,

especially in your Church and among all you call to serve you,
we bring our thanks, good Lord,;

your mercy endures for ever.

For all in whose lives we see

goodness, kindness, gentleness, patience and humility,
and all the fruit of the Spirit,

we bring our thanks, good Lord:

your mercy endures for ever.

For the life we have been given,
and for all those whom you have given us to share it,
we bring our thanks, good Lord:
your mercy endures for ever.
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The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and good

to give you thanks and praise,
almighty God and Father,
through Jesus Christ your Son.

Through him you have created us in your own image,

and made us stewards of your good creation.

Through him you teach us to exult in the birds of the air,

the lilies of the field, the precious and life-giving crops of the earth.

Through him you free us from the slavery of sin,
giving him to die upon the cross

and to rise again for our salvation.

Through him, you begin your work of new creation,
as we look for a new heaven and a new earth

in which your righteousness dwells.

Therefore, we join with angels and archangels,
and give voice to every creature under heaven,
for ever praising you and singing:

Holy Holy Holy Lord

Holy Holy Holy Lord

God of power and God of might

God of power and God of might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory
Heaven and earth are full of your glory
Hosanna in the highest

Hosanna in the highest

Blessed is he who comes

Blessed is he who comes

In the name of the Lord most High

In the name of the Lord most High
Hosanna

Hosanna

Hosanna

Hosanna
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Hosanna in the highest
Hosanna in the highest

We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command,

send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,

In him we plead with confidence his sacrifice

made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection

until he comes in glory.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:

Dying you destroyed our death
Dying you destroyed our death
Rising you restored our life
Rising you restored our life
Lord Jesus come

Lord Jesus come

Lord Jesus come

Lord Jesus come

Come again in glory

Come again in glory

Lord of all life,

help us to work together for that day

when your kingdom comes

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
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Look with favour on your people,

gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with Mary, Mark, John and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.

All Amen.

We sit or kneel.

The Lord’s Prayer

President As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

President We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.

All Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
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The Giving of Communion

God’s holy gifts

for God’s holy people.

Jesus Christ is holy,

Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

The president will give instructions on how to come forward for
communion and on returning to our seats. All are welcome to come
to front for the bread or a blessing. If you would like a blessing
please keep your arms folded across your chest at you approach
the front. Sanitising stations are available at the front of church to
use before receiving.

During the distribution we sing and music is played.

The Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.

Lord of the harvest,

with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation
and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom:

by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us
and make us generous and wise stewards

of the good things we enjoy;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

God our creator,

you give us seed to sow and bread to eat:

as you have blessed the fruit of our labour in this eucharist,
so we ask you to give all your children their daily bread,
that the world may praise you for your goodness;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Notices

We stand.
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The Blessing

President May God our creator,
who clothes the lilies and feeds the birds of the air,
bestow on you his care
and increase the harvest of your righteousness;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

The Closing Hymn

We remain standing and we sing during which we turn to face the
back of church as the ministers process.

The Dismissal

Minister Freely you have received, freely give.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.

Coffee and tea are served after the service please move
to the hall through the door at the back of the church.

Please be mindful of those who prefer to keep their distance
from others at the moment.

For more information: stmaryswalkley.co.uk SCAN ME
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