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The Gathering and Opening Hymn 
 

We stand and we sing the opening hymn. 
 

President In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All    Amen. 

 
 
The Greeting 
 

President Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you. 

All    and also with you. 
 
 
 

The president welcomes the congregation. We remain standing and 
we sing: 
 

 
The Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Cantor Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo, 
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo, 

All Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo, 
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Cantor Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

All Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo, 
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Cantor Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
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All Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo, 
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Cantor For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

All Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo, 
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 
 
 

The Collect 
 

President Let us pray: 
 

Creator of the heavens, 
who led the Magi by a star 
to worship the Christ-child: 
guide and sustain us, 
that we may find our journey’s end 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 
 
We sit. 
 
 

The Reading: Isaiah 60. 1 - 6 
 

Reader A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.  
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth, 
   and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
   and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light, 
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 
   they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
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Then you shall see and be radiant; 
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
   all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 

Reader This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 

The Gradual Hymn  
 

We stand and we sing. 
 
 
 

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 2. 1 - 12 
 

Minister Alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ was revealed in flesh, 
proclaimed among the nations 
and believed in throughout the world. 

All Alleluia.  
1 Timothy 3.16 

Minister Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where 
is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed 
his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 
and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told 
him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 
prophet: 

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 
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Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them 
the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road. 

Minister This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
All Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
 
We remain standing as the Magi are brought to the crib. 
 
 

The Presentation of the Magi 
 

President Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As gold in the furnace is tried 
and purified seven times in the fire, 
so purify our hearts and minds 
that we may be a royal priesthood 
acceptable in the service of your kingdom. 

All    Blessed be God for ever. 
 

President Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As our prayer rises up before you as incense, 
so may we be presented before you 
with penitent hearts and uplifted hands 
to offer ourselves in your priestly service. 

All    Blessed be God for ever. 
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President Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As you give medicine to heal our sickness 
and the leaves of the tree of life 
for the healing of the nations, 
so anoint us with your healing power 
that we may be the first-fruits of your new creation. 

All    Blessed be God for ever. 
 
 
We sit.  

 
 

The Sermon 
 
 
We stand. 

 

 
The Thanksgiving for Holy Baptism  
 

Water is poured into the font. 
 
President God in Christ gives us water welling up for eternal life. 

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
All    Lord, give us this water and we shall thirst no more. 

 

President Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
All    who keeps his promise for ever. 
President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All    It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

President Father, we give you thanks and praise 
for your gift of water in creation; 
for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, 
bringing light and life; 
for your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
baptized in the river Jordan. 

We bless you for your new creation, 
brought to birth by water and the Spirit, 
and for your grace bestowed upon us your children, 
washing away our sins. 
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May your holy and life-giving Spirit 
move upon these waters. 
Restore through them the beauty of your creation, 
and bring those who are baptized 
to new birth in the family of your Church. 

Drown sin in the waters of judgement, 
anoint your children with power from on high, 
and make them one with Christ 
in the freedom of your kingdom. 
For all might, majesty, dominion and power are yours, 
now and for ever. 

All    Alleluia. Amen. 
 
 

The Act of Penitence and Dedication  
 

Minister God of truth, 
you are faithful to the covenant you have made with us; 
look in mercy on your people. 
From all our sins, O Lord:  

All wash us, and we shall be clean.  
 

Minister We have broken the pledges of our baptism, 
and failed to be your disciples. 
From all our sins, O Lord:  

All wash us, and we shall be clean.  
 

Minister Though we are saved by Christ 
and dead to sin through the deep waters of death, 
we have not witnessed to his grace by our manner of life. 
From all our sins, O Lord:  

All wash us, and we shall be clean.  
 

Minister We have shown indifference to those in need 
and have been afraid to stand up for justice and truth. 
From all our sins, O Lord:  

All wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

Minister We have been slow to forgive, and have failed to remember 
your repeated forgiveness of our sins. 
From all our sins, O Lord: 

All wash us, and we shall be clean. 
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Minister Today we rejoice and give thanks 
because your Son humbled himself to be baptized in the Jordan. 
Through the waters you have given us the mystery of baptism 
for the remission of our sins. 
From all our sins, O Lord:  

All wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

Minister Through water and Spirit 
you give us new life as the people of God, 
and pour out upon us the gifts of your new covenant. 
From all our sins, O Lord:  

All wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

Minister Almighty God, 
in our baptism you have consecrated us 
to be temples of your Holy Spirit. 
May we, whom you have counted worthy, 
nurture your indwelling Spirit with a lively faith, 
and worship you with upright lives; 
through Jesus Christ.  

All Amen.  
 
The water may be sprinkled over the people. 
 

President ‘Come,’ say the Spirit and the Bride. 
‘Come forward, you who are thirsty, 
receive the water of life, 
the free gift to all who desire it.’ 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen.  
 
 
We sit or kneel. 
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The Prayers of Intercession 
 

Intercessor Lord of glory, 
All    hear our prayer. 
 

Or another response is used.  
 

Intercessor Merciful Father, 
All    accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
We stand. 
 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 

President Christ is our peace. 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 
The old has passed away: behold, everything has become new. 

 
2 Corinthians 5.17 

The peace of the Lord be always with you, 
All    and also with you. 

 

Minister Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
 

We remain in our seats, sharing the peace through waves to those 
around us.  

 
 
The Offertory Hymn  
 

We stand and we sing as gifts of bread and wine are brought to the 
front of church and the altar is prepared.  
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

President The Lord is here. 
All    His Spirit is with us. 

President Lift up your hearts. 
All    We lift them to the Lord. 

President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All    It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

President All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 

In the coming of the Magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 

In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 

In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 

Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

 

Cantor Holy Holy Holy Lord 
All Holy Holy Holy Lord 
Cantor God of power and God of might 
All God of power and God of might 
Cantor Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
All Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Cantor Hosanna in the highest 
All Hosanna in the highest 
Cantor Blessed is he who comes 
All Blessed is he who comes 
Cantor In the name of the Lord most High 
All In the name of the Lord most High 
Cantor Hosanna 
All Hosanna 
Cantor Hosanna 
All Hosanna 
Cantor Hosanna in the highest 
All Hosanna in the highest 
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President We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 

 

Minister Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
 

Cantor Dying you destroyed our death 
All Dying you destroyed our death 
Cantor Rising you restored our life 
All Rising you restored our life 
Cantor Lord Jesus come 
All Lord Jesus come 
Cantor Lord Jesus come 
All Lord Jesus come 
Cantor Come again in glory 
All Come again in glory 

 

President Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
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Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with Mary, Mark, John, the Magi and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All    Amen. 
 

We sit or kneel. 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

President Believing the promises of God, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

 

All    Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

President We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world. 

All    God here among us, 
light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life. 
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The Giving of Communion 
 

President Jesus is the Christ, the Chosen of God, 
All    the one who will bring healing to the nations. 

 
The president will give instructions on how to come forward for 
communion and on returning to our seats. All are welcome to come 
to front for the bread and wine or a blessing. If you would like a 
blessing please keep your arms folded across your chest at you 
approach the front. We are now able to receive the wine as well as 
the bread. The president will dip the wafer in the wine before giving 
it to you. Sanitising stations are available at the front of church to 
use before receiving.   

During the distribution we sing and music is played.  
 
 

 

The Prayer after Communion 
 

President Let us pray. 
 

Lord God, 
the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 
may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light 
discern the glory of your presence in your Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

All    Merciful God, 
you have called us to your table 
and fed us with the bread of life. 
Draw us and all people to serve your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

 
 
The Notices 
 
 
We stand. 
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The Blessing 
 

President May God the Father, 
who led the magi by the shining of a star 
to find the Christ, the Light from light, 
lead us in our pilgrimage to find the Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

President May God, who has delivered us from the dominion of darkness, 
give us a place with the saints in light 
in the kingdom of his beloved Son. 

All Amen. 
 

President May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ 
shine in our hearts and fill our lives 
with his joy and peace. 

All Amen. 
 

President And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

 
The Closing Hymn  
 

We remain standing and we sing during which we turn to face the 
back of church as the ministers process. 
 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Minister We have seen his glory, 
the glory revealed to all the nations. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All    In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
Coffee and tea are served after the service please move 
to the hall through the door at the back of the church.  
 

Please be mindful of those who prefer to keep their distance 
from others at the moment. 
 
For more information: stmaryswalkley.co.uk  
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