St Mary’s Church, Walkley

The Church on the Road:
Inclusive, Eucharistic, a safe place to be with God

Stephen, Deacon, First Martyr

26" December 2021

Welcome to St Mary’s Church, Walkley

At the moment we are not quite back to our usual way of worship. You will notice that:

e Half the seating is still arranged for people who want to keep physical distance.

e We will be singing only a little — at the beginning and towards the end of the service,
whilst wearing face-coverings.

e There won’t be a Gospel procession. Instead, the president (the priest leading the
service) will read the Gospel from the front of the altar.

e We won'’t be able to share the Peace in the usual way. Instead, we will stay in our
places and wave, nod or bow to each other.



The Gathering

President In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

The Greeting

President Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you,

All and also with you.

We sit to sing a hymn, please remain masked.

The Confession and Absolution

Minister As Stephen rebuked God’s people
for not listening to the word of God,
let us confess our stubbornness and sin which resist the Holy Spirit.

We keep a time of silence.

Minister You call us to listen to your voice.
Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy.

Minister You command us to flee from idolatry.
Christ, have mercy.
All Christ, have mercy.

Minister You ask us to forgive our persecutors.
Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy.

President May the God of love
bring us back to himself,
forgive us our sins,
and assure us of his eternal love
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.



The Collect

President Let us pray:

All

Reader

Reader
All

Gracious Father,

who gave the first martyr Stephen

grace to pray for those who took up stones against him:
grant that in all our sufferings for the truth

we may learn to love even our enemies

and to seek forgiveness for those who desire our hurt,
looking up to heaven to him who was crucified for us,
Jesus Christ, our mediator and advocate,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

We sit.

The Reading: Acts 7. 51 - end

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Stephen responded, “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in
heart and ears, you are for ever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as
your ancestors used to do. Which of the prophets did your
ancestors not persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming
of the Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers and
murderers. You are the ones that received the law as ordained by
angels, and yet you have not kept it.’

When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground
their teeth at Stephen. But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into
heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God. ‘Look,” he said, ‘| see the heavens opened and the
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.
Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named
Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice,
‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he
died.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



We remain seated as music played.

We stand for the Gospel.

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 10. 17 - 22

Minister | see the heavens opened
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.

All Alleluia.
Acts 7.56

Minister Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you
in their synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors and
kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles.
When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak
or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you
at that time; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father
speaking through you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a
father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them
put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my name. But
the one who endures to the end will be saved.

Minister This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit.

The Sermon

We stand.



The Creed

President Let us declare our faith in God,

All

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,

seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

We sit or kneel.



Intercessor

All

Intercessor

All

President

President
All

Minister

The Prayers of Intercession

Maranatha:
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Or another response is used.

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay;

give new courage to your people,

who trust in your love.

By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom
on earth as in heaven,

where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit,

one God for ever and ever.

Amen.

We stand.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

Jesus said, ‘In the world you face persecution.

But take courage; | have conquered the world.’
John 16.33

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

We remain in our seats, sharing the peace through waves to those
around us as the altar is prepared.

The Prayer over the gifts

President Look upon us in mercy not in judgement;

All

draw us from hatred to love;
make the frailty of our praise
a dwelling place for your glory.
Amen.



The Eucharistic Prayer

President The Lord is here.
All His Spirit is with us.

President Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

President All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

For love of us fallen sinners

he most wonderfully and humbly chose to be made human,
and to take our nature upon him,

so that we might be born again by your Spirit

and restored in your image.

The love that brought him down to earth

lifted your martyr Stephen from earth to heaven.

By that love he spoke your word
with wisdom and the Spirit;

by that love he saw your glory
and Jesus at your right hand;

by that love he overcame the anger of his accusers
and forgave their cruelty;

by that love he committed his spirit into your hands
and won the crown of righteousness.

Therefore with all the angels of heaven
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:

All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



President We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice

made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection

until he comes in glory.

Minister Great is the mystery of faith:

All Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

President Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,

gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with Mary, Mark, John, Stephen and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.

All Amen.



President

All

President

All

President

All

We sit or kneel.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Every time we eat this bread
and drink this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

The Giving of Communion

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

The president will give instructions on how to come forward for
communion and on returning to our seats. All are welcome to come
to front for the bread or a blessing. If you would like a blessing
please keep your arms folded across your chest at you approach
the front. Sanitising stations are available at the front of church to

use before receiving.

During the distribution music is played.
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President

All

All

President

All

The Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

Merciful Lord,

we thank you for the signs of your mercy
revealed in birth and death:

save us by the coming of your Son,

and give us joy in honouring Stephen,
first martyr of the new Israel;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Father of all,

we give you thanks and praise,

that when we were still far off

you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,

and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

We stand.

The Blessing

God give you grace to be faithful witnesses,

to see heaven opened

and the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

We sit to sing a hymn, please remain masked.
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The Dismissal

Minister Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.

Please take this order of service away with you!

Beginning with the back rows of pews and chairs, please leave
using the church porch and move away as quickly as possible to
help others to leave too. If you use the ramp, please use the hall
door as usual, and move away as quickly as you can.

Please be mindful of those who prefer to keep their distance from
others at the moment.

More information: stmaryswalkley.co.uk/opt-in-to-hear-from-st-marys/
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